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CONUSCANDIDUS BORN, 1778 (MOLLUSCA, GASTROPODA)
;

PROPOSEDSUPPRESSIONUNDERTHE PLENARY POWERS
Z.N.(S.) 1567

By Alan J. Kohn {Department of Zoology, University of Washington, Seattle,

Washington, U.S.A.)

This communication requests the International Commission on Zoological

Nomenclature to make use of its plenary powers to suppress for the purposes of

the Law of Priority, but not for those of the Law of Homonymy, a specific

name in the genus Conus as published, by Ignatius von Born in the Index Berum
Naturalium Musei Caesarei Vindobonensis, Pars Prima, Testacea, 1778.

Conu^ candidus Born, 1778, Index : 130. The diagnosis is " Testa conica

glabra alba, spirae anfractibus coronatis ". A subdescription adds " Testa

conica sohda nivea, venter convexiusculus ; apex centralis prominulus, decor-

ticatis, amethystinus ". In the Testacea Musei Caesarei Vindobonensis (1780,

p. 150), Born added the phrase " apice centraU amethystino " to the otherwise

identical diagnosis. A specimen is figured on Plate 7, Fig 9, of the Testacea.

The dimensions given by Born are 1 pollex, 9 lines x 10 lines or ca. 49 x 23 mm.
The diagnosis suggests a worn or poUshed shell, a view which is supported

by additional comments made by Born in the Testacea (p. 150). Here poUshing,

artificial colouring, and other adulterations of shells are decried, and C. candidus

is compared with the specimen figured by Seba (1758, Locupletissimi Berum
Naturalium Thesauri Accurata Descriptio 3, PI. 47, Fig. 8), which Born con-

sidered to be a specimen of C. marmoreus Linnaeus which had been tm-ned and

polished on a lathe. "While this is possible, the specimen figured by Seba is

perhaps more likely to be a polished G. virgo Lumaeus. It is just possible that

Born's C. candidus was an albino-shelled form of C. marmoreu^, which is known
to occm* in NewCaledonia (R. T. Abbott, personal communication). However,

it is my opinion that the diagnosis, subdescription and figure of C. candidus

cannot be unequivocally assigned to any particular species.

Although type specimens of seven of the ten species of Conu^ described by
Born in the Index are now in the collection of the Naturhistorisches Museum,
Vienna, no specimen of C. candidus is present. Moreover, Brauer (1878,

Sitzungs. Akud. Wiss. 77 : 117-192) stated that no specimen of G. candidus

was present when he studied Born's material.

Brauer {op. cit.) referred C. candidus to G. asper Lamarck (1810, Ann. Mus.
Hist. nut. Paris 15 : 39). However, G. asper is a jiinior synonym of G. sulcatus

Hwass in Bruguiere (1792, Encyclopedie Methodique. Histoire Naturelle des

vers 1 : 618). Neither the original description nor Born's figiu-e of G. candidus

give any indication of the many strong transverse grooves and ridges on the

body whorl of the shell of the G. sulcatus.

It is concluded that the specimen which served as the basis for the descrip-

tion of G. candidus was a badly worn or polished shell, which cannot be assigned

to any known species and should be suppressed as a nomen dubium.
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The concrete proposals that I now submit to the International Commission
are that it should :

(1) make use of its plenary powers to suppress for the purposes of the

Law of Priority, but not for those of the Law of Homonymy the

specific name candidus Born, 1778, as pubUshed in the combination

Conus candidus which is a nomen dubium
;

(2) place on the Official Index of Rejected and Invalid Specific Names in

Zoology the name candidus Born (1778, Index Rerum Naturalium

Musei Caesarei Vindobonensis, Pars Prima, Testacea : 130) as

pubhshed in the combination Conus candidus (a name suppressed

under the plenary powers in (1) above).


